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in this country is as high as for his patriotism and elo-
;,u‘:u, I have no hesitation in ssying that I should deem it
unjust to myself, and highly improper, to admit in the least
that T wore arme for the purpose of attscking any one,
ot that I could form a scheme for the purpose of attacking any
one, or that I had done any thing towards forming me
for violence in thisaffair, With what oceurred some time
ago, [ am satisfied. What occurred to-day, I attach very
little importance to.. I never make attacks on any member
of the Senate ; but I simply stand prepared fo defend myself
against dangers whenever they exhibit themselves, I shall
seck, for reasons known to honorable Senators, no further
remedy than the present hour affords, in connexion with this
affair. Yot I stind on ground that would compel me, as a
man of boaor, to do and perform whatever 1 might be in-
wited to do on that field.

I suppose there must be action on the proposition of the
Benator from North Carolina, before I can proceed with my re-
marks on the general question.

M:r. DICKINSBON. That my own action may not be
misundersteod, I wish to say 2 word. I have been 8 mem-
ber of this body for six years, and my own course in this
matter, by those who know me, will be well understood. |

-

The motion was agreed to, ard the Sepator from Wiscon-
¢in was excused from serving on the committee.

Mr. SHIELDS, I will now ssk the Senate to grant me
the same indulgence. I am one of the youngest Senators in
the body, and I believe this committee should be composed
of the elder members. Tam almost entirely unacquainted
with parlismentary rules, snd [ have not had time 1o ascertain
for myself what is really an invasion of the laws of the Se-
nate. I know, of course, that there was an infringement
yesterday, not only of the laws of this body, but of every de-
liberative body, bat I beg the Senate to plsce on the commit-
tee some gentleman who has been longer s member of the
Senate, and who is acquainted with parliamentary rules and
the proceedings of the body. /

Mr. TURNEY. Itis painful to vote against excusing any
Senator from serving on this committee, but we all know
that this is a committee on which every member would desire
to be oxcused from serving. It is a duty which some of the
Senators will have to perform. The duty of miking the ap-
pointment was, by order of the Senate, devolved upon the
Chair, and I think the Chair has male a wost judicious se-
lection. Reasons were sssigned by the Senator from Wiscon-

called the attention of the Chair to the business before the
Sepate ; and, on account of a remark made by the Senator
from Missouri that the matter was not to he thus disposed of,
allow me to say, that my object was to call Senators to their
places, and to restore immediate order in the-chamber. Ihad
no expectstion or desire that this matter was to be overlooked.
It is allogether too grave an affair, and I concur entirely in
the motion gf the Senator from Wisconsin, and his suggestion
as 1o the propristy of investigating this sffair.  So much for
own action. :

Mr. BENTON. 1 have just a word for the Senator from
New York, which I should throw in bere.  When I saw that
the Senator called to order, it stru‘k me that he desired to
proceed with business as if nothing bad happened, and I did
mot choose that the subject should be passed over quite so
hghtiy s that.

Mr. HALE. A single remark on the course I have pur-
sued. [ certainly have no personal feelings to gratify ; noue
in the lcast. I do not know that there is a human being in
the city against whom I have just cause for enmity and differ-
ence ; and | may take this occasion to say, what [ bave never

ad a proper oceasion to ey, that from the hard knocks
which pussed between the Senator from Mississippi, =oon aftrr
his entrance into the Senate, and which formed the subject of
newspaper comment at the time, il any suppose there is not
the best feelings between us they are mistaken. Very soon
after that—there was an amicable arrangement between us, and
there is no gentlemen, either of the Sensts or the House, to
whom [ have been more indebted for the exercise of kindness
and courtesy, or with whom I have had more pleasant inter-
course—than the Senator from Mississippi.

I deem this statement due to myselt, from the natore of the
suggestions I threw out when T was up before. T'his thing
cannot be smothyed. We cannot, like the ostrich, imagine
that by shutting our eyes we are concealed from the whole
world, The galleries were filled with spectators ; every body
saw what transpited, and the news of this transaction is
already travellivg with lightning speed over the telegraph
wires 10 the remotest borders of the republic.  And can wn
expect o conceal the fict now that menaces have bren used
and arms exhibited within the American Senate’ [t isidle.
Nor, should we shat our ears to the fact that Madsme Ru-
mor, with her hundred myuthe, will magnify the oceurrence
tenfold. It is not impossible that even now it may havebeen
rumored in the city of St. Louis that several Senators are
dead and weltering in their blocd on the floor of the Senate,
That is not an extravagant supposition. And it was for the
parpose not only of vindicating the character of the Sena’e,
ot of setiing history right, and of informing the public ¢x-
actly what took place, that I made the suggestion, whch [
was happy to see seconded by the Benatois from Wisconsin
and North Carolina. .

In conclusion, I beg moet sincerely that, in the event of
the appointment of such a committee, although I first suggest-
ed it, I may not be put on it myself.

Mr. BORLAND. I was well aware, as the gentleman has
informed us, that the eyes of the world is upon the Senate,
and thet all that was done here was seén by the spectators in
the galleries and lobbies ; and for that very reason I thought it
unnecessary to have any commiitee of investigation on the
subject. Ido not see the use of an investigation, or what is
to be gained by it. Every body knows what was done, and
i suppese the reporters for the Senste, huve written down
what was eaid. ‘I'hen whal is the use of an investigation ?
1 do not attach as much importance as others seem to do 1o
this matter ; for, really, I did not apprehend there was any
denger. I have seen no cause to spprebend any danger.
On the subject of the dignity of the Senate, although one of
its youngest members, I feel as much interest as any man,
and in my short service [ believe I bave never committed any
breaches of the peace, or of the rules of order, and I trust I never
shall. If 1 have difficulties of this character to settle, I shall
certainly seek another place to settle them.

The resolution proposed by Mr. MaNcum was then
adopted.

Mr. MANGUM. T hope it will be entered upon the
Journel as having passed unanimouasly.

Mr. MANGUM. Fmove that the Chalr appoint the com-
wmittee, with this remark, that 1 have no purpose to serve n
it myself

It wos accordingly ordered that the Chair appoint the com
tnittee. . 3

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, it is always very unpleassnt
with me to diffor with the Presiding Officer.  If I can accom-
plish my object equally as well in any other m.de, I wili
withdraw my motion, acd move, by way of amendment to the
warious propositions of the Serator fiom Missouri, the very
amendment which the Senate has before adopted to-day.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does not under-
stand the motion of the Senator from Kentucky.

Mr. CLAY. The Senator from Maine moves to except
California ; the Senator fram Missouri coffers fourteen in-

structions as an amendment to that motion ; and I now move | *

=5 an amendment to the instructions proposed by the Senator
from Missouri, precicely the same amendment which I before
offered to-day, and which was adopted.

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, | have one remark to make
in conclusion of the speech which | was making some time
ago, when I was interrupted. I have buta single topic more
to discuss. :

Mr. BUTLER. Itrust my friend will give way, 8o that [
can move &n adjournment.

Mr. FOOTE. I certainly think it wonld be improper in
me lo give way without concluding, unless my friends think
it better that 1 should pestpone my remarks till o morrow.

Sgveran Sgxarons. Yes, yes.

Mr. FOOTE accordingly gave way ; when—

On motion of Mr. BUTLER, the Senate adjourned,

Tuvrspay, ApriL 18, 1850.

Mr. STURGEON, frum the Committee on Agriculture, to
which was referred the numerous memorials and resolutions
of State Legislatures, asking the establishment of an Agricul-
taral Bureau at Washing'on, reported a bill to establish an
Agricultural Bureau in the Department of the Interior ; which
wras read and ordered to a secend reading

Mr. BORLAND submitted the fellowing resolation :

Resolved, That the Commiutee on the Post Office and Post
Hoads be instructed to inquire as to the propriety of establish-

sin pe 110 himself, that 1 thought, perhaps, were sufficient,
and I therefure did not object to excusing him ; but T do
thivk that upon a committee of this description, after it has
been constituted, no one ought to be excused from serving,
unless for good and substantial reason. 1 shall, therefore,
vote against excusing the Senator from Illinois.

The question being taken, the Senate, refused to excuse
the Senator from Llinois (Mr. SurzLps) from sewing on
the Committee.

Mr. RUSK. After the vole on the request of the Senator
from Illinois, I feel rather deterrcd from making the same
request, but [ feel it my duty to doso. In the first place,
like the Serator from lllinois, I am quite a young member of
the Senate, and the whole course of my life has thrown me
away from an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the
rules which govern deliberative bodies. Az a matter of
course, therefore, [ should go into the proposed investigation
wanting the necessary intelligence and information upon
questions of that nature, There is another resson, which is
ane of very considerable importance, and that is, my duties
on other committees, to which it is not necessary lo allude,
are of such a character that I cannot pay the attention to it
which I think the importunce of the matter demands. : I_ am
100 young a man to beengaged in a matter of this description,
and it seems to me the occuirence is of such a nature as to
require upon the committee gentlemen of experience, whose
decision would have consequence and weight. Tt will be im-
posible for we to give that attention to the mattcr which I
thivk it demands, and [ therefore hope and trust that the Se-
nate will, under the circumstances, excuse me

The question Leing taken, the Senate refused to excuse
the Senator from Texas (Mr. Rusk) from serving upon the
commitice,

THE CALIFORNIA BILL.

Mr. BENTON. I move that all the previous orders be
pustponed for the purpose of taking up Senate bill No. 169,
for the admission of tbhe State of California into the Union.
And upon that motion I ask the yeas and nays.

Mr. FOOTE. 1 wish merely to suggest—which [ would
not do if I supposed the fact was known to the Senator from
Kentucky, in whose hands.] em willing to leave this matter—
that it must be obvious that several of the gentlemen who
acted yesterdny together in support of the proposition then
under consideration are now absent. Certainly it would be
improper to take up this question at the present time, and |
take it for grunted that the Senate will hardly act now on a
question like this, coming upon us so unexpectedly, in the
absence of several gentlemen who when they come, in will
be prepared to reverse the decision.

Mr. YULEE. [ would ask, sir, whether, the morning
business being over, the unfinished business of yesterday does
not proceed as g matter of course. :

Mr. BENTON. The unfinished business is nol now be-
fore the Senate, and [ make a motion to postpone every thing
that is before the Senate, and proceed to the consideration of
the California bill. 7
‘The yeas and nays were called for and ordered, and, being
taken, resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, Diekin-
son, Downs; Foote, Huuter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton,
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, Under-
wood, Whi:comb, Yolee—27,

NAYS—Messrs, Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Clarke, Corwin,
Davis, of Massachusetts, Dayton, Donlgﬁ, of lowa, Dodge, of
Wisconsin, Douglas, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones,
Miller, Norvis, elps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance,
Walker, Webster—24,

So the motion to lay upen the table was agreed to.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN.

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the un-
tinished business of yesterday, being the resolutions sabmitted
by the honorable Senator froimn Tenne:sce, (Mr. Bery,) and
by the honorable Senator from Kentucky, (Mr, Crar,) and
the motion to refer them to a select committee.

Mr. FOOTE. I simply rise for a purpose which I have
no deubt will gratify gentlemen on all sides, sincerely and pro-
foundly desirous of action, practical action, on the propasition
before the Senate, in which the country feels so deep an inte-
rest, I shall waive any feelings merely of a p. rsonal nature,
out of consideration to the exigencies of the h ur. I design,
therefore,- saying not another word ; I only a-k for an early

vote.

Mr. MANGUM. T will inquire whether the appeal from
the decision of the Chair yesterday has been withdrawn * I
. it has not, [ hope it will be. .

Mr. CLAY. It has. Isit not so stated on the journal ?

Mr. MANGUM. It is not, | believe, so stated on the
Journal.

. Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to inquire of the
Chair whetier it is not so ¢tated on the journal ? |

The VICE PRESIDENT. It does not appear on the
journal, ;

Mr. CLAY. Then, sir, without any change of my own
opinicn, thinking as I did when 1 made the appeal, I with-
draw i, with a view to facilitate action.

Mr. MANGUM. I am gratified that the Senator has with-
druwn the appeal from the decision of the Chair. It is always
unpleasant to come in collision with any decision which has
been made by the Chair.

While I am up, sir, I will remark that I hope we shall vote
upon all these propositions. I hope the fullest latitude will
ba given by oor friends to discussion, and, when that discus-
siou is ended, that they will take the vote. I further hope
that those who have voted with the majority vpon theee ques-
tions hitherto, will give an answer ouly by yea or nay ; and if
any matter should be adverted to that may hereafter require
notice, [ hope that that notice will be bestowed upon it at a

period which shall not tend to retard the action of the Senate
upon these vasily important questions. 1 think, sir, there is
@ disposition universal amongst this body to bring to a close
the whole of this matter at the earliest day.

Mr. CLAY. [rise to express my hearty concurrence in
the sentiments expressed by the Senator from North Caroli-
na. The Senate, sir, has decided by a solemn vote that it
will give no instructions whatever to the committee. Tho
propositions now before the Scnate are to reverse this deci-
sion of the Eenate—to detach California, and to give instrue-
tions which the Senate has declared it will not do. Butif the

ing a mail route from Bark, in Franklin county, via Brawley’s,
Grand Prairie, and Robert Mafiit’s, in Seott eounty, to Boon-
ville, in Scott county, Arkansas.

Resolved further, That the same committee be instructed to
imguire as to the propriety of extending. the mail route from
Camden, Arkansas, via Buena Vista and Seminary, in Ouachi-
<u cownty, Culhoun, in Lufayette eounty, Arkansus, via Wal-
nut Creek, to Homer, in Claiborne parish, Louisiana.

Resslved further, That the same enmmillee be instrueted to
ingaire as to the propriety of establishing a mail route from
Searey, in White county, to Clinton, in Van Buren eounty, in
Arkansas, .

Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained
feave to iniriduce o Lill to create the office of surveyor general
af the public lands in Oregon ; to provide for the survey of
those lands, aml 1o make denations ta settlers thereon ; which
awas read u first and secoml time by its title, and referred to
the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. BEN I'ON, in pursusnee of notice, asked and obtain-
ol leave to introduce 2 joint resolution in relation to the use
of American water rotted hemp in the navy:of the United
Htates ; which was read the first and second time by iis title
and referred to the Committee on Naval Aflairs,

THE DISORDER OF YESTERDAY.

The VICE PRESIDEN'T announced the { llowing as the
special commitice under the resolution adopted yesterday
Mesers. Dono, of Wiscontin, Wensten, Kino, Purrrs,
Rosg, Bave, and Snikcos.

Mr. DODGE, of Wiscons'n. Mr. Presilent, fir reasons |
personsl ty myslf, growing out of the relations sub-isting
between one of the gentlemen connected wi h the disorder of
yesterday, | ask the Senate to excuse me fiom serviog on the
committee appointrd to investigate that occurrence.  As the
President i1s =uthorizad to supply any vaeancies that mnay oe

car, | trost that my, requist will be considered as reasonab'e, | cided majority in favor of thal course, sid try toarrange this

and that the Senate will relieve e [rom serving on the com-
mittes,

Mr. FOOIE. [ unlerstand the SBenator from Wiseonsin
as alludiog not 10 mysell but to the other gentleman, and
therefore I beg leave Lo say, that, so far as 1 am concerned, |
prefer that e ». 0uld be on the commitiee to any other man in
America. .

Mr. DODGE, of Wicconsin, I am very thankful to the ger-
tlaman for the kind respect bie has expressed for me, but [ must
say that it is w matter for myself to decide, A feeling of de-
licacy renders e unwilling to e placed in that position. |
do trust that, for the reasons | have suggested, the Benate will
excose me from smrving on the ¢ymmiltee.

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 have not before been informed of my
appointment on the committee, and [ must beg leave most
respectfully to decline serving,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is first on the
motion of the Senator from Wisconsin, to be excused from

erving on the coumittee,

entl h ‘to persevere in this course, I concur hesr-
tily in the object of the Senator from North Carolina, which
is to exempt ourselves, (I mean those who co.operate togethor
upon this subject) from any portion of the responsibility
which may arise out of the further proiraction and delay of
this subject. |
Mr. KING. I wish to say one word. The amendment
that was offercd by the Senator from Maine was received by
the Chair. [ thought then, aud stated so at the time, that it
was not in order ; that thet proposition made by the Senator
irom Maine had been disposed of by a solemn vote of the So-
nate on a former occasion ; and that, although the phraseology
in some degree differed, yet that it was as much out of crder
a5 if it was a literal copy of the original proposition ; but, feel-
ing as [ Jdid onwilling to protract the discussion on that
point, I was, as the Senator irom Keatucky weil knows,
disposed to withdraw opposition on the question of order.
Well, sir, the amendment was received and a string of
amendments have been offered by the Senator from Miseouric
How many more he has given notice that he intende to
present I know not.  So faras [ am concerned, I concur en-
tirely in the view taken by the SBenators from North Carolina
and Kentucky, I think that we owe it to ourselves, we owe
it to the country, we owe it to this body, not to be consuming,
apon questions of no importance in themseives, the time of
the Sunate, when a question of the first magpitude, of the
greatest importance, is under consideration, and oughtto be

brought to as speedy a lusion as is t with the

proper action of the body. For myseif, (therefore,) and I hope l
| may speak for my friends around me,) 1 am not disposed to |
consume any time, end I would suggest, with all proper re.

spect, 1o those gentlemen who are opposed to us, and who |
Lave no disposition to consume the time of the Senate upon |
thiz qoestion, to let it go to the commitiee, as there is a de- |

matter o as to produce quiet every where, as well in this
chamber as out of it,

Me. BENTON., I never saw the Sanate so harmonious. |
I am entirely of the rame opinion with the gentlemen who
have spoken all around me—votes and no words. The Be-
nate will recollect the great encomicm pronounced upon the
Abbe Seyis, the great constitution maker, during the period
of the French revolution. It was eaid by the wits or wit-
Inge, an the case may be, of that day, that he kept consti-
tutions jn pigeon holes, aud ook down one or another as the
occcasion required.  But the point is, that ne of those consti-
tativns contained a clause for a dumb Legislature ; one that
should vote and not speak. He read jt to a friend, and the
friend exclaimed, ““ Ah, Mousieur Seycs, that dumb Legis-
Iature will immortalize you!” 1 do not know whether
that part of the Legislature in France who were in favor of
voting instead of wpeaking were able to stick to that part of
the constitution or not, but I hope we shall all be able to stick

seem to have made some progress, and the way seems tohare
been entirely cleared for ma to make the motion which was
suggested to me by the geotlemen on the other side.
to take up the Califorria bill ; it was objected to becanse there
was unfinished business. It was objected to becauee he busi-
ness of yesterdoy ought to take Good ; I hav
nothing to say sgainst that now. That business has Len
taken up ; now the objection of *‘ unfinished business” is re-
moved. And now I act upon the suggestion of the gentlemsn
upon the other side of* the chember, and move, theugh it in-
volves u double motion, to lay this question v the table
for the purpose of taking up the Cabfornia bill; and, as the
gentlemen have given you a programme of the manner in
which they will act, I will give you mine. My programme
is this : That, if this bill be taken vp, as I suppose it may be
now, in eonformity to the suggestion of the gentleman -
site, and after the reasons given for not it upogﬁ
passed away, my courss will be, if gentlemen on the other
side offor amendments which may be in the nature of adding
further measuresto thatbill—ofattaching other bills to that bill—
why, sir, I have sa’d enough already to let the Senate know
that] am whatis ealled uncompromisingly opposed toit; and, as
I have given as many reasons for my opposition as can be ne-
cessary, now, therefure, I am willing to content myself with
the vote of *‘nay” on the different propositions to add other
measures to the California bill when 1t comes up. Now, sir,
my opinion i3, that in this way we can finish the California
jll in this siting to-day, while the six gentlemen are here
who will be absent next week by order of the Senate. We
are now all for action ; we are now all for speedy action, and
here is the way to get action ; and I spprehend that there is
not a single amendment intended to be made or thought.of
to the California bill, that is not in the minds of meémbers at
this time, and which cannot be offered here atonce in the
progress of the bill through this body. I thiok, then, sir, that
we can finish the whole through this afternoon’s sitting, in
the way in which [ propose, and either admit or rejeet Usl-
fornia. I therefore muke the motion, which I will ac-
complish that object, and I ask for the yeas and pays.

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that the question
now under consideration be laid on the table, and on that
motion the yeas and nays are demanded.

The yeas and nays were then ordered by the Sepate, anl
being taken resulted as follows :

YEAS — Messrs, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase,
Clarke, Corwin, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dayton, [bdm of
fows, Dodge of Wiscousin, Douglas, Feleh, Greene, Hale,
Hamiin, Jones, Miller, Notris, Phelps, Seward, Shiells,
Smith, Walker, and Webster—4.

NAYS—NMessrs, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bgight,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mlﬂh;irpi, in-
son, Dowas, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor-
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soul¢, Sprumnce, Sturgeon,
Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—28,

So the motion to lay on the table was lost

'I'he question then recurred upon the amesdment proposed
by the Senator from Mi-souri, (Mr. BexTo1) to the amend-
ment offered by the Senator from Maine, (Mr. Hamrix.)

Mr. BENTON asked for a vote upon eery point in his
amendment by the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered to be talen. '

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chairwill read the ruls
for the information of tbe Senate: “If the question in
debate contains several points, any memler i:ay have the
same divided.”

The first proposition before tke Senate vill now be read; it
is as follows :

*« With instruetions that in any bill, schene, or othér mea=
sure or meusures Lhey may report, they shal not connect the
admission of the siate of Califoruia with any wther proposed le-
gislation which shall require the assent of aiy other State to
its completion.”

Mr, BENTON. I will state that this & an amendment
which is offered to the amendment of he Senator from
Maine, and is the same in substance as it.

Mr. BORLAND, I will very brictly stae the reason of
the vote I shall give upon the propositions new befure the Se-
nats. These propositions are in direct oppsition to the de-
liberate #nd emphatic decision ef the Senate yesterday ; and,
if they have any purpose, it séems (o me b be in contempt
of that deliberate and emphatic dezision. That decision was,
that the Senate would give no instructions t» the commitlee,
and [ concurred in that decision. For that eason, os stated
by the Senator from South Carclina, (Mr. Berren,) I shall
vote against the first proposition.  Ferthe same an’? for other
reasons, I shall vote against each and every oneof the long
list of smendments offered by the Senator fron Missouri,
(Mr. Bexrtox.) What are those amendments ? Every Se-
nator must admit that they are unnecessary, as al must also
agree that the most of them are merely declaratory of truisms
which need no enactment here at this time. 1 feel no ne-
cessity, and feel under no obligation to adopt, by farmal vote,
any abstract truisms upon any subject. It woull be just as
well and just as bec ming in the Senate to cccupy itself with
declaring, by formal legislative action, that the constitution is
in force in the [United States, or that the Senate itelf is now
in session. It is a sort of expedicnt fur consuming the time
of the Senate and delsying its legitimate business ; a zart of
legislative tr fling which I can neither approve nor hesitate to
condemn, T shall vo'e against each and every one of the
propositions already submitted by the Senator from Missouri,
(Mr. Benrox,) and ngainst all others of the same sort which
may hereafter be bronght forward by him or any one else. 1
have no four that my votes will be misunderstood, either by the
Senate or my eonstituents. v

Mr. TURNEY, (who was almost inacdible at the repor-
ter's desk.) I wish to say one word. [ shall not vote ex-
cept on the final amendment, respecting the union of Califor-
nia with other measures; and my reason will be that we were
told yesterday that the ohject of these propositions was not
for the purpose of legislation, Lut for the purpose of giving
quiet to the country and of calming excitement. Now,
sit, [ am not for adopricg a string of propositions for no prac-
tieal purpose, but T am in fivor of leaving the committee fee
and unrestricted, and I shall vote against all the amendments,

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 beg our friends to proceed at once
to the vots on the amendments that have already been offered,
as the honorable member from Missouri has sigoified that
there may be more of tha same sort. [ think that we cin
best dispose of the mut'er by voting. .

Mr. UASS.  Mr. President, I beg the Senate not to be
alarmed; I am not going to discuss ithis matter at all. [ rise
merely to g'ate the reason which will govern my vole.

The Senater {rom Missouri (Mr, Bewrox) has displayed
great powers of analysis in the preparation of his propositions.
There are fourteen of them, nine of which relate to Califor-
nia, and the other five to other topics. Those respecting
California, each and all, merely arusunt to the exception of
that subject from the powers of the committee. As I have
already explained my views upon thst gquestion, and  have
voted for the appointment of a cominiltee, I shall vote sgainst
all measures such as these, which are merely caleulated to
defeat the expressed will of the Senate, and which must
cperate only to delay the very admission which so many of
us are desirous of easuring in tlhe shortest possible time.

As to 1he five last propositions; some of them at least are
still more exceptionable. They undertake to affirm the prin-
ciples of the constitution, and to protect the rights of the
States. Now, sir, as to the rights cf the States, [ believe
they are fully competent to protect themselves, and I am sure,
if they are not, they can derive no protection from any act of
mine.

As tothe re-afiirmance of the provisions of the constitution,
should that measure ever become necessary, it belongs to the
people of the United States, of whom I am but an infinitessi-
mal fraction. I did not come here to declare what the consli-
tution is, but to legislate in conformity with its provisions.
If, indeed, a law is proposad, and there are constitutional
doubts about our power to pass it, I am prepared to discuss it,
and to vole according to the dictatcs of my judgment. But,
if weonce begin to re-aflirm the provisions of the constitution,
where are we to stop ! We may begin at tho beginning, and
go on to the end, aifirming that the constitution makes provi-
sion for the election of a President, for the esiablishment of a
Legislature, and 50 on to the end of the chapter. And what
then, afier such a vote ! We are just where we were be-
fore. The voie has not the slightest ¢ffect, except to expose

pow

us to public reprobaiion.  Even if we had the n

er, it would be a mere abstract declaration, destitute of the
least practical effect.  Our time may be much more properly
and profitably emplayed. T am opposed to the whole matter,
being as anxious vs any member of the Senate for the admis-
sion of California, and satisfied that these proceedings will
merely tend 1o delay that meastre, :

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for the reading of the
amendment.

The first suldivision in the amendment was read as follows :

* With inst-uctions that, in eny bill, scheme, or other mea-
sure or measures they may report, they shall not conneet the
admission of the State of Californin with any other proposed
legislation which shall require the assent of any other Stateto
its eompletion. ' ‘

The question being taken, it resulted as follows :

YEAs—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Cliase, Clarke, Corwin,
Davis, of Massachasetis, Dayton, Dodge, of lowa, Dodge, of
Wiseonsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, M‘ifler.
Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruanee, Walker,
nnd Webster—g3,

NAYS—Mesers. Atehison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Missiseippi, Diekin-
301, l.):mgln, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mungum, Mason,
Morton, Peree, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Sturgeon, Turoey,
Underwood, Whitecomb, snd Yulee—23, .

8n the amendment was rejected.

While the question was being taken on the preceding sub-
division—

Mr. DOUGLAS sisted the reason for the change of his
vote o be, that, whle he was opposed to appuinting 8 com-
mittee, he was also opposei to giving them any instructions.

The next subdivision wos then read.

2 That they shall nrt couneet the admission of the State
of Californis with any measure which is connected with s ques-
tion of boundury or other controversy with any other State. ™
* The ques'ion bedag 'alcen, it resulted as follows :

YBAg——Mu"‘t Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Davis,
of Massachusetis, Dayton, Dodge, «f lowa, Dodﬁe, of Wis-
consin, Feloh, Greone, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris,

to it here—vote and not talk. And now, Mr. President, we

Phelps, Seward, Smih, Walker, and Webster—20,

NAYS3—Messrs, Atchison, , Bell, Borland, t,
Butler, Cass, Cluy, Clemens, mi ll'ldudppl, ﬁ-
son, s, Downs, Foote, Hunter, ﬁ Mangum, Mason,
Morton, P Rusk, Sebastian, m Stur-
geou, Turney, Underwood, Whiteomb, and ¥ %

8o the amendment was.

The next subdivision was then read : .

¢ 3, That they shall not couneet the admission of the State of
Calitornia with any other measure of less dignity than the re-
ception and admission of a sovereign State to be a new and
entire member of this Union.”

The question being taken, it resulted as follows :

YE Messrs. Beoton, Chase, Dodge, of lowa, Hale,
Hamlin, Seward, Walker—T.

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, BriEht,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississi i, Dickin-
son, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Doy, , Downs, Felch, Foote,
Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Se~

e bastian, Soule, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Whiteomb,

Yulee—30.
8o the amendment was rejscted.
The next subdivision was then read :

¢¢4, That they shall not make California a to, or in
any way inclode or conneet her with, any provision in the
nature or intent of a compact relating to lr: , or to_any
siuve State or slave Territory, other than the compacts of the
constitution,

The question being 1aken, it resulted as follows :

YE Messrs. Huldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Dayton,
Dodge, of lowa, Dodge, of Wiseonsin, Feleh, Greene, >
Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Seward, Smith, Walker—186,

NAYS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bcllr Borland, Bright,
Birler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, D'n:Ein-
Mcxom oaree, ask: Snteution, S Bocons Sominn:
Morton, Pearce, Ru stian, oy €
Taraey, Undervoot, Wiiteomb, Yobtod |

So the amepdment was rejected.

The next subdivision was then read :

* 5. That they shall not make California a party to, or in
any way inelude or conneet her with, any provision in the
nature or intent of a compact of any description, other than the
cornguu of the constitution, and those compaets relating to
the dorain which have been heretofore required of new States
formed out of the Territory of the United States,”

The question being teken, it resulied as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Dayis,
of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge, of lIowa, Dodge, of Wis-
cousin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlio, Miller, Seward, Smith,
Walker, Webster—17, :

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler,)Cass,{Clay, Clemens, Davis,;of Mississippi, Dickinson,
Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason,
Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Spruance, Sturgeon,
Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, Yul X

So the amendment was rejected.

The next subdivision was then read :

* * 6. That they shall not report any measure proposing any
alteration in the bourdaries of the State of Calitornia.”

The question being taken, it resulted as follows :
YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Corwin, Davis,
of Massichusetts, Dayton, i)edge, of Towa, Dodge, of Wis-
eonsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, MilFe‘:', Norris,
Phelps, Seward, Smith, Walker, Webster—20,
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hun-
ter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebas-
tian, Soule, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Whit-
comb, Yulee—27, '
So the amendment was rejected.
The next subdivision was then read : :
““7. That they shall not make the State of California a
party to, or in any way connected with, or the question of her
admission in any way connected with or dependant on, any
provision in the nature of a compact which has not been re-
uired of either of the following named States : Ohio, In-
iana, Ilinois, Michigan, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama,
A karisas, Missouri, Iowa, Wiszonsin, and Florida.”
The question being taken, it resulted as follows:
* YEAS—Mesars, Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Davis, of Mas-
sachusetts, Dodge, of lowa, Vodge, of Wisconsin, Feleh,
Greene, Hale, Beward, Smith, and Walker—12,
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Budger, Bell, Borlsnd, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mjssissippi, Dieiin-
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Kinq\; Mangum, Mason, Morton,
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastain, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney,
Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—24,
So the amendment was rejected.

The next subdivision was then read :

‘¢ 8. That they shall not make a party to, or in any manner
bind to, include in, or connect with, any provision having the
character or intent of a compaet, any State, or people having
It:h':J political organization uF a State, not represented in this

0 Y"’

Mr. WHITCOMB, I desire to say that I shall vote
against all these instructions, for the reason ghat for this body
to instruct the committee is to anticipate tHe action of the
committee. It is bringing the Senate into the committee
itself, inasmuch as the Senate will have full control of the
deliberations of thatcommittee. [ shall vote against any in-
structions, for the purpose of expediting business.

The question being taken, it resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Chase, Corwin, Dayton, Dodge,
of lowa, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin,
Miller, Seward, and Walker—13.

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, Diekin-
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton,
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastain éprulnu Sturgeon, Turuey, Un-
derwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—27, :

So the amendment was rejected

The next subdivision was then read :

9, That lh-ir shall not connect the admission of the State
of California with any matter foreign to. the admission of that
State in & direct manner, on a precisel{ equal footing with the
original States, and unincumbered with any other eonditions,
responsibilities, or considerations.”

The question being taken, it resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messrs.JBaldwin, Benton, Chase, Dodge, of Iowa,
Dodge, of Wiseonsin, Feleh, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Norris,
Phelps, Seward, Walker, Welister—14.

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, Dickin-
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton,
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastiuu, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Un-
derwood, W hiteomu, and YuLe—-!i’.

So the amendment was rejected.

The next subdivision was then read :

“ Provided, That nothing in this instruction shall be con-
strued to authorize the said cammittee to take into considera-
tiuln_ any thing that relates to either of the four tollowing
su ‘Ji.'l:tl H

* 1. The abolition of slavery within the States,”

The question being taken, there were— .

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Chase, Davis, of Massachusetts,
Hale, Miller, Norris, Scwurd, Smith, Walker, and Web-
ster—10, :

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Cluy, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, Dickin-
son, Downs, Foole, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton,
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Un-
derwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—27. :

So the amendment was rejected.

The next subdivision was then read :

*2, The suppression of the slave trade between the States.”

The question being taken, there were—

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, s of Towa, Dodge, of Wis-
consin, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Norris, Seward, Smith, and
Walker—10.

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bri ht,

Bautler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hun-
ter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebas-
tian, Spruance, gnry«mh, Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb,
and Yulee—26,

So the amendment was rejected.
. The next subdivision was then read : :

“3. Abolition ot slav within the forts, arsenals, dock-
yards, and navy-yards of the United States.”

The question being taken, it resulted as fillows :

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Dudge, of Iowa, Dodge, of Wis-
consin, Jones, and Smith—s5, g ;

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Clemens, Dickinson, Downs,
Foote, Hale, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton,
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Spruance, Sturgeon, Tur-
ney, Underwood, Walker, and Whiteomb—29.

So the amendmont was rejected.

The next subdivision was then read :

““ 4. Abolition of slavery within the District of Columbia.””

The question being taken, it resulted as follows -

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Dodge, of Iowa, Dodge, of Wis-
consin, and Jones—4, )

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borlapd, Bright,
Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Clemens, Dickinson, Downs,
Foote, Hale, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Mor-
ton, Peurce, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Sproance,
Stargeon, Turney, Underwood, Walker, and Whiteomb—31.

So the motion was r jected.

The next subdivision was then read :

“« And provided further, That sid committee shall not take
into emlud‘ntinn any %u:uion in relation to the subject ot do-
mestie sla¥ery in the United States, which shall not be spe-
cially referred to it by order of the Senate, by name,”

The question being taken, it resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messra, Benton, Dodge, of Iowa, Dodge, of Wis-
eonsin, Feleh, and Jones—35,

NAYS.—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Butler, Cuss, Chise, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi,
Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason,
Morton, Pearce, Husk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, §pr|n.nee.
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Walker—29,

80 the amendment was rejected.

The question then recurred on the amendment of the Sen-
ator from Maine, (Mr. Haxvin.)

“Exeept 30 much as relates to the admission of California
as & State.”

! Mc. SEWARD. [ call for the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and, being taken, re-
sulted ok follows : .

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Beuton, Dra'bury, Chase,
s Yo g o orrte, Puston, Fﬂ%‘émm'
in, Jones, 'y Ips, Sew

o "M, und wm..-.sk 4 "

Spruanee, W
NAYS—Messrs. Atohi , Bell, Borland,
Butler, cmcw.chn:: u.:!-. ‘of Mississippi, m shire.

son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, llu'u-‘] Mason Mo (on,
::'m, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, » Turney] snd UI}'

8o the amendment was rejected. .

Mr. WALKER. Tmove to amend the rerolution by the
innréion of'I::bwﬂk:

" t parts thereof as relate to the reeapt nd
nelurnxol itives from serviee or labor.” o

Mr. WALKER. [ desire to say that there are certain mo-
tives which might well operate in withholding that subject
frgn a committee, It will be remembered that there has
been a bill introduced here for the recapture of slaves, and
that it has been deliberately considered by the committee, and
reported to the Senate with a recommendation that it pass,
and there are important amendments now ing to that
bill. It is one that bas been considered, and bas made a good
degree of progress, and itis a question whether it is not the
best policy to consider that subject by itself. Further, it has
been said by the honorsble SBenator from Kentucky that he,
for one, had no such object as to connect this bill with other
subjects in the proposed reference. .

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, there is a bill, it is true, be-
fore the Senate ; that bill will make progress if tuken up be-
fore the committee report. I do not thick it necessary, how-
ever, lo give instruc'ions to the committee on this or any
other subject. For instance, that bill has been before us ;
there are severul amendments proposed to it ; it is possible that
the committee may take up this subject. and consider an
smendment, and they may report that, or they may introduce
a better one. If s0, they will instruct their chairman to re.
port their amendment to be offered to the bill whenever it is
taken up. I hope the Benator will sce the propriety of leav-
ing the subject to the committee, and uatrammelled. As
to any associstion of it with the California or Territorial bill,

I venture to say it never entered the mind of any one.

The question being taken on Mr. WarLxen's amendment,
it resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messrs, Ba'dwin, Benton, Chase, Clarke, Davis,
of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge. of Wisconsin, Feleh,

Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Seward,

Shields, Walker-17, ,
NAYS—Mesars. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright,

Builer,Cass, Clay,Clemens, Davis,of Miss., Dickinson, 3

of lowa, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, King, m,
Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Stur-
geon, Turney, Underwood—27.

8o the amendment was rejected.

The question then recurred on the adoption of the original
resolution of Mr. Foore, as amended, 80 as to embrace the
resolutions of Mr. Bert and Mr. Crax, together with the
amendment of Mr. Crar refusing to give instructions,

Mr. HALE. Mr, President, I would respectfully suggest
to the Senate that, as these various subjects are to be referred
to the committee, all the petitions and remonstrances received
by the Senate at this session, and now lying on the Jable
relative to subjects contained in the resolutions proj to be
referred, should also be reerred to the committce. I there-
fore offer the following smendment, and upon it ask for the
yeas and nays :

“ That all petitions and remonstrances reccived this session
on the subjects mentioned in the resolutions of the Senator
from Kentueky (Mr. Crax) and the Senator from Tennes-
see, (Mr. BgLi,) referred to a sclect committee of thirteen,
be taken from the table and referred to the same committee.”

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr.. CLAY. I hope the petitions will be referred. I hope
the motion will prevail. Ido not promise to read all ‘the pe-
titions if they are referred. I supposee the commitiee will not
feel bound to read them all, but perhaps one or two of a class.

Mr. KING. T shall not vote for the reference proposed by
the Senator from New Hampshire. [ have been opposed 1o
the reception of these petitions, as being improper to be coun-
tenanced by the Seante of the Uniicd States. Sir, we have
frequently voted agninst their reception. But this session we
tried it again; and, to our utter astonishment, found thata con-
trary :rinion prevailed, and that petitions asking for what, if
granted, would produce a state of things in this country that
would shake the Government to its foundation, have been
received, but received with the declaration that they should
lie on the table, Now it is proposed to eend them to a se-
leet committee. I am for its taking into consideration
every legitimate and proper subject that appertains to the settle-
ment of the great and exciting questiens before the country ;
but I am not in favor of taking up petitions praying for a dis-
solution of the Union, and petitions very similar to the one
rejected the other day, asking that the slaves be armed against
their owners. I amnot in favor of taking up petitions pray-
ing that the slave trade between the States be probibited,
when the Supreme Court of the United Siates has declared
any interference withit to be unconslitutional. We ourselves
this day have rejected a proposition made by the Senator
from Missouri on that very subject.

Now, sir, what is the object of sending these petitionr to
the commitice 7 What is to be effected by it ? Is it to force
us, who believe that all such incendiary publications are cal-
culated to produce mischief in the country, to vole on the
question, in order to gratify those miscrable fanatics—for I w.ll
call them by that name—who send here time and -again peti-
tions of this character, to keep up the excitement on this
question ! Nor do I wish to vote for the gratification of
those who hold similar sentiments on this floor.

Mz, President, [ am sorry that my friend from Kentucky,
without reflection, as I conceive, intimated a wish that such me-
morials should be referred to any committee, Sir, asa South.
ern man [ protest againstit. I protest against it as doing injus-
tice, as calculated to alarm a people already alarmed for
their constitutional rights, believing them to have been invad-
ed, and believing that they will he invaded further and fur-
ther, unless some mode be devised by which aggression may
be resisted. The very object we have in view in raising this
committse is to resist aggression. I trust that my friend
from Kentucky will reconsider the view of 1ife matter which
he has taken, I trust’ that the Senate of the United States
will not put us in a position that we consider to be most in
sulting to us as Senators, and degrading to our feelings as
Bouthern men.

Mr. HALE. I wish to ssy that I think the Senator from
Alabamn is mistaken, In the first place, the Senats voted
not to receive the petitins to dissolve the Union; so that
that part of his argument falls. In the second place, the re-
solution to arm the slaves was taken up and disposed of ; it
is not lying on the table. There is the other balf of the
argument gone. And what is thera left 7 Now, let us sup-
pose here are sixty of*the wisest men in the nation; no, I
will not include myself, I will be more humble ; but there
are filty-nine such Senators. Any one of this sanhedrim
may get up and pour out the light of his wire and appropri-
ate resolutions, and the Scnate, after full consideration of the
matter, have concluded they will refer these resolutions to a
committee. Well, sir, our sovereigns, the people, have sent
here some of their thoughts, in the form of petitions, and I

ropose simply and solely to take up the peiitions which re-
ate to the subjects that are to be referrcd to the committee,
and nothing more ; to take them off the table and refer them.
And this is insulting to us! That is, it is respectful to refer
our own cogitations, but insulting to send to the committee
the thoughts of the people, the authors of all political power!

Now, it seems to me, if the Senator from Alabama will ex-
ercise a little of that sober reflection and ealm consideration
which be commended to the Senator from Kentacky, he will
thivk that he spoke a little unadvisedly when he came out so
eloquently and so vehemently upon the simple proposition
to send these subjects, which are perfectly germane, to the
committee. What are the subjects which it is proposed to
refer 7 Why, sir, the subject of the abolition of slavery in
the District of Columbia is one, and it is not brought here by
abolitionists or fanatics, or any body else of that sort. Sir, it
is introduced here by the honorable Senator from Kentucky,
a representative from a slave State, and the honorable Sena-
tor from Mississippi, who has been so jealous of the constitu-
tional rights of the slaveholding States. Yes, sir, the great
champion of constitutional right on this flcor hos moved the
Senate to refer the subject of the abolition of slavery in the
District of Columbia to a committee of thirteen, Thesix'h
resolution of the Sunator from Kentacky ie, that it is expedi-
ent o prohibit the slave-trade in u;e{}imm of Columbia,
but that it is inexpedient to abolish slavery within the District.
Now, sir, by the introduction of the subject by a Senato
from a slave State, and upon the motion of another Senator
from a slave State, these very subjects are to be referred to
this commitiee.  Well, sir, the people send petitions here.
Now, shall not the petitions of the people be heard? Isa
resolution from a Benator-of more dignity than the voice of
the people themselves, coming here by iegitimate petition
It seems to me the idea is monstrous, and that it is insulting,
not to the Senate, but the people, to tell them that we will
raise grand commitiees, and will consider every thing under
heaven, but that what the people ssk shall not be heard,
and that it is insulting to have them come here. 1 certainly
did not suppose | was doing any thing but adding what was
omitted by some mistake in this matter. While the matter
was to be referred, I thought I was supplying an oversight in
moving to refer these very subjects to this committee.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. M. President, having voted
against the reception of all these petitions, emanating, as I
think they do, from the most corrupt of motives—such motives
being in fact stamped upon the face of very many of thern—I
certainly cannst vots now to take them up.. Havin§' been
1aid on the table of the Senate by the action of the Senate,
submit to the Chair whether it is in the power of a member
to move to refer them, sfier they have boen so disposed of by
the Senate ! . !

.The VICE PRESIDENT. If the point of order be
made, the Chair will decide upon it. The Chair is of the
opinion that the amendment is not now in order.

m

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The petitions having been
laid on the table by the Senate,’ I hold
to to iake them from (he table, to be out of order.

r. DOUGLAS. 1 would osk whether the resolutions
submitted by the Senator from Kentucky are properly under

consideration, under the proposition submitted by the Senator
from Mississippi > 1 make that pointof order, that they are

not now before the Senate. They are luid on the table, as

were the petilions introduced by the Seaator from New Hamp-

otion now made, |

The VICE PRESIDENT. ' Phe Chair ix of the opinion

it is too late to raise that of order now.

Mr. DAVIS, of o objection should have
been made at the time the was proposed.

Mr. DOUGLAS, T wish Lo csll the attention of the Chair

Nor bas any vote been taken upon
by the Senator from Teanessee: And w I proposed to
discuss these resolutions yesterday, the Chair decided that, as
we were on amendments, we could pot d
molnm. Andas neanléb.nm d;:lu these, the votes that
were 1 were nol upon | i resolutions, hut
amendments which "l::ﬂ oiliu?li:u Now, for :':
sccording to the decision of the Chair, we have got at the
original resolutions ; for the first time, according to the deci-
sion of the Chair, they are open for discussion.
tainly, if they were nut?wnfar&inll-ion. they were not open
for being voled . lask the Chair to consder whether
this is not the case, as I have stated it ?

‘Mr. CLEMENS. ith y
friend from Missiseippi, as to the importance of these abolition
petitions. I think are great humbugs at the best. I agree
with the honorable Senator from Kentueky that it will be
proper to send them to this committee. [ want them to
there ; and, while n&, I will give notice of o petition which I
have row:]d .f:kumm“c_w hY.:lblrk, and whicli Ith present to-
mMorrow, a it 8| along with these pelitions to
the commiitee. I will read i? i "

“ T'o the Hon. the Senate of the U. :

**‘That your pc!ilioucr,!ciﬂl all mmm nnmd’wb‘t
body, would the sbsolute necessity of m‘li ing & Uni-
ted States lunatie asylum, for the immediate
of the worthy Senators and Representatives now in Washing~
ton. Your petitioner has viewed with extreme pain the mad
uiollﬂalm - bylr.mo(ﬂulbnlhh and
would respectf; entreat that may at once be placed i
confinement, so !iu they mym inj{ra themnhl::, um?i
friends, or their couatry,”

It then goes on to name one particular Senator, snd to sug-
gest that “‘he may at once be seized, and'be placed in the
most secure place in Washington, and that his head be shav-
ed und blistered, and that he be at once bled and placed on

‘a water diet.” [Laughter.]

Mr. CLAY. Asto the point of order, the proposition is
to refer these petitions 10 a committee of thirteen, and we
have been acting upon the subject. It.is like putting in a
plea in abatement, after putting in a plea on the merits of the
case.  We can do it if first made; but, according to strict
perliamentary usege, the first motion should have been to
take up the resolutions of my friend from Tennesses and my
own, and then to move to refer them. ' But, inadmuch as the
motion was made to refer, and we have discussed the matter
and pr amendments to the resolutions before us, I think
my friend from Illinois will concur with me that, in this pro-
ceeding, it is rather too late to raise a question of order.

I wish, however, while I am up, to make a suggestion.
This proposition is totally different from those we have been
voling upon to-day. Those we have been voting on to-day
were those of restriction. The proposition now is one of en-
largement of the powers of the committee without restriction.
And what isit? It is to refer all those questions to the com-
mittee, and to consider such circamstances as a proper re
will lead them to bestow upon them. T know that my friend
from Alabama and myself differ about the propriety of the
reference of these petitions, and I regretit. I have always
been disinclined to give a chance to any portion of the coun-
try to reproach Congress for the non-reception of petitions,
and it is precisely upon that same principle that I now hope
the opposition to the reference of thess petitions msy be
withdrawn. ;

8ir, I .congr?tulnte you, I congratulate the nation, I con-
gratulate mankind, upon the prospect that now opens for a
final and amicable seitlement of this question. I believe such
a setllement will be made afier the occurrences in this body
this week, and after what we know of the patrintic disposition
of the majority in the other House. Now, sir, when these
questions are settled, [ want no man to have it in his power
to go home and make just such speeches s the Senator before
me (Mr. Hatx) has made in the Senate. I want no man to
go home and endeavor to excite the people by using such lan-
gusge ae this :

‘“* Your petitions were treated with the utmost Indignity.
They were lsid on the table, unread, unconsidered ; and when
1 proposed to refer them to the committee to which sll the
subject-mutters of the petitions were referred, and with which,
therefore, they had & necessary connexion, even that was op-
posed,” 4

I am no great hand at making a stump spgech, but I think
I could take up that theme in such a way us to exasperate and
excile the populace. I hope these petitions will be taken up
and referred to the commiltee. 1 do not think there is any
fear that they will recommend any mischievous plan. Where-
88 [ do fear that the non-reference of these petitions would
tarnish the prospect of a general amity, with satisfaction to
the whole country. I am, therefore, in favor of the reference
of these petitions to the committee.

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I would prefer always to
defer to the experience and judgment of the honorable Sena-
tor from Kentucky, but on this occasion I am constrained to
say that I differ with him altogether. Sir, why have not
these petitions been already referred to other committees—to
the etanding committees of this body * Why have not those
praying for the abolition of slavery in this District been refer-
red to the Committee for the Dis:rict> Why have not those
praying the abolition of slavery in the forts and arsenals heen
referred to the Committee on Military Aflairs > It has been
because the Senate will not consider petitions of that descrip-
tion ; because they will not consider the subjects embraced- in
those petitions. They.have been received and laid upon the
table by the assent of the Benate, Now it is proposed to give
them the diguity of a reference to a special commitiee,

Sir, it would be utterly idle, utterly in vain, if 1 know any
thing of the matler, and of those who send petitions of this
sort bere, to suppose that you can appease them by conces-
sious of this kind. I know a litile of the humanity, I will
not say of.the perverse humanity, of the Senator who makes
this motion. And if the Benator from Kentucky supposes
that he can induce him to refrain from exciting and disturb-
ing his constituents upon this question, dispose of these pe-
titions as you may, he is mistaken. As has been said before
on this floor, you might as well expect him to put from him-
self the aliment upon which, politically, be feeds. [ trust
the pe;liﬁam v;ill not be taken up and have this reference. I
truet they will not be dignified in the way proposed.

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 desire to make ’;P-nmion to the
Chair. T rose to a point of order. I will state that I sgree
fully with the Senator from Kentucky that the motion to re-
fer his resolutions would be equivalent to a motion to take
them up from the table. On that point we agree. Then the
motion of the gentleman from Mississippi to refer those reso-
lutions was a motion to take them up. But the vote on the
question of reference has not yot been taken. If the Chair
will give attention to that point I will state it distinctly, I
agree with the Senator from Kentucky that the motion to re-
fer his resolutions was equivalent to a motion to tpke them
up from the table; but, as there has been no vote on the mo-
tion to refer, it is in precisely the same position as if the mo-
tion to take up from the table had been made and bad not
been voted upon. Hisargument shows that theee resolutions
have not been taken up and are not before us, and it was
upon that ground yesterday that I was ruled out of order, and
could not make a speech on his reeolutions. 1 therefore sub-
mit to the Chair that as these resolutions have not been taken
up, they are not before the Benate. And that is precisely the
position of the petiticns alluded to by the Senator from New
Hampshire. I certainly have no desire that these petitions
should be referred to the committee. 1 am not in favor of
this reference ; but really I do wish to see a uniform decision,

order growing out of this question.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will decide the
point of order reised by the Senator from Illinois by reference
to the rule.

The Chair begs ledve to remind the Benate that the pro-
position to refer is a collateral tion, and if it was com-
pelent to move the previous question, that proposition would
be cut off by that previous question. Therefore every
roust see that in this case it is a motion on a resolution, a
it is in a parliamentary view, having two sets of resolutions
or bills under consideration at the same time, which is not ac-
cording to rule. When any subject is under consideration, a
motion may bhe made to refer it to a committee; but that
commitment does not extend to any thing which is not under
consideration,

The motion now made is to refer the petitions now lying
on the table. They are, of course, not under consideration 3
and if they were undcr consideration, the question might
arise on each petition, and the Senate could not act on seve~
ral petitions at the same time, any more than they could act
upon several bills at the same time.

The Chair, therefore, is of opinion that the collateral mo-
tion to refer these petitions js out of order.

As to the point made with reference tothe resolution of the
Senator from Miseissippi, the Chair would give the some
opinion, but that that motion, by universal consent, has been
made, dehated, and amended ; and il is, therefore, too late to
raise the point of order.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would ask the Chair whether this
subject has not been debated by the Senator from Kentucky
and :be Senator from New Hampshire, by universal con-
sent |

The VICE PRESIDENT. There has been no appesal
from the decision of the Chair as to the point. The question
is upon the adoption of ihe original resolution as amended,
and upon that question the yeas and pays have been ordered.

The question being taken, it resulted as follows :

YEAS—Mesrs, Atch er, Bell, Borlund, Bri
Batler, Case, Ctay, Clerment, Drtia,” of Mistestigs, Dicbin:
son, Dodge, of Towa, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, Kilﬁ.
Mangum, Miason, M.rton, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule,
%mﬂv.\. Sturgeon, Turney, U ood, Whiteomb, and

| =

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, , Chase,
Clarke, Corwin, Davis, of Massschusetts, B.m of
lWimnah,Don;lu. Felch, Greene, Hale, in, Miller,

88 | know the Chair does, and the Benate does, upon points of

.
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